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Peri’s experience will guide him in council role

By Mark Pavilons
Editor

A King City man has entered what’s
currently a three-man race for the Ward
5 council seat.

Gregory Peri has jumped into the
ring, aiming for the seat left vacant by
outgoing councillor Debbie Shaefer.

While this is his first time running
for office, he’s not new to municipal
government.

“I have spent over 20 years working
on the administration side in recre-
ation, community development, and
now accessibility That experience
showed me just how much good local
government can do when it’s genuine-
ly connected to the people it serves. I
know how budgets are built, and I know
how decisions at Town Hall impact the
community,” he said.

Ultimately, the biggest reason he’s
running is his family.

“My wife and I are raising our two
daughters right here in King City. Ev-
ery single decision council makes
about our parks, roads, development,
and community safety is going to shape
the world they grow up in. I want to be
at that table, not just as someone with
the right résumé, but as a dad who is
deeply invested in getting it right for
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every family.”

What draws him to this role is the
chance to bridge a gap that often leaves
residents feeling frustrated.

“From the inside, I know how munic-
ipal government operates. I know how a
great idea moves through staff reports,
budget cycles, and council motions be-
fore it actually becomes something you
can see and use. From the outside, as a
resident, I also know what it feels like
to wonder, ‘Why is this project taking
so long?’ or “‘Who do I even call to fix
this?’”

After two decades of navigating that
system, he wants to bring that fluency
directly to the community.

“I do not want to translate for res-
idents from a distance. I want to work
right alongside them so the process
feels less like a closed door and more
like an open conversation.”

The success of council, he said,
comes down to trust. When council
respects the professionalism of staff
and gives them the clear direction and
space they need to do their jobs well,
great ideas actually get built instead of
stalling out.

York Region Reports First Human Case of West Nile virus in 2026

York Region Public Health has confirmed an individual in the City of Vaughan
has tested positive for West Nile virus (WNv), marking York Region’s first hu-
man case in 2026. West Nile virus spreads to people through the bite of an infect-

ed mosquito.

Most people who get West Nile virus do not feel sick. Some people may devel-
op flu-like symptoms such as fever, headache, body aches, tiredness or muscle
weakness. In rare cases, West Nile virus can be life threatening and can cause
inflammation of the brain (encephalitis), particularly in older adults and people
with a weakened immune system. Residents who experience any of these symp-
toms are advised to seek medical attention.

Mosquitoes carrying West Nile virus have been found in most municipalities
across York Region this summer. Human cases of West Nile virus are not un-
usual and York Region typically has a few cases reported each year around this
time. Residents are encouraged to take simple steps to protect themselves from

mosquito bites.

To protect yourself from mosquito bites, York Region Public Health encourag-
es everyone to use a Health Canada approved insect repellent containing DEET
or icaridin and follow the label directions; wear long sleeves, long pants and
light-coloured clothing when outdoors (e.g., gardening, walking, hiking); re-
move standing water around your home such as water in buckets, flowerpots,

toys, bird baths and pool covers.

York Region monitors mosquitoes each summer and takes steps to help re-
duce mosquito populations across the Region, including larviciding using pro-

vincially/federally approved pesticides.

Detached All Brick Homes From

TRENT WATERWAY = HASTINGS

H INGS
\ESTATES

ALL-BRICK BUNGALOW & 2 STOREY
DETACHED DESIGNS IN HASTINGS

Hastings Estates offers all-brick detached bungalows and
two-storey homes on generous lots in a scenic Trent Waterway
setting. Enjoy practical layouts, strong value, and a connected
small-town lifestyle designed for everyday living.

NOW SELLING
FROM

$549,990"
Batavia

BUILDING STRONGER FOUNDATIONS

myhastingsestates.ca |g5mr
or CALL 705-922-2040 |[E*rExs

“On the flip side, when staff work col-
laboratively with council on the Strate-
gic Plan, those priorities do not just sit
in a binder on a shelf. They show up in
the projects breaking ground and the
services residents notice every single
day. That open communication is the
difference between an idle plan and a
thriving community, and it’s a culture
I fully intend to support and carry for-
ward.”

He’s “energized” about getting out
and helping people.

“Being out in the community, wheth-
er I am chatting with folks at the front
door, meeting residents over coffee, or
attending local events, is not a chore at-
tached to the job. It is the job.”

King Township is not just one big
blank canvas, and Ward 5 is a “beau-
tiful mix of vibrant residential neigh-
bourhoods, deeply rooted rural farm-
ing communities and the growing King
City core. Every pocket of our ward has
its own unique history and character.
The late nights, the early mornings,
and the committee meetings are all part
of the commitment, and I am complete-
ly ready for that rhythm.”

Peri is already up on current is-
sues. He’s reviewed the current Stra-
tegic Plan and the Term of Council
Community Report, which are fantastic
foundations to build on.

“My focus centers on three main
pillars, viewed through a lens of fiscal
responsibility, and shaped directly by
ongoing conversations with residents
across the ward:

“Recreation and Community Spaces:
We need to expand recreational oppor-
tunities across King Township while
recognizing the distinct needs of each
community. Our facilities and pro-
gramming must reflect our local heri-
tage and serve the practical daily needs
of modern families.

“Lived Accessibility: Becoming a
fully Age Friendly Community is vital
SO our seniors can age in place with
dignity and independence. As an Ac-
cessibility Advisor, I know the gap be-
tween passing a policy on paper and a
resident feeling the difference. I will
ensure our infrastructure and commu-
nity programmes are truly inclusive in
practice.

“Smart, Balanced Growth: Looking
toward the Official Plan review for 2051,
growth requires strict infrastructure
alignment. Whether addressing densi-
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ty or infill proposals, our roads, water
services, and public spaces must keep
pace with new projects to protect the
long term character of our town.

“These conversations make clear
that Ward 5 faces diverse challenges.
Serving our residents properly requires
total transparency and giving everyone
an active voice in municipal decisions.”

Peri’s roots in this community run
deep - he attended King City Second-
ary School, and his family has called
King home for over a decade.

“Professionally, I bring more than
20 years of hands-on municipal expe-
rience across many areas. Currently, I
serve as an Accessibility Advisor, work-
ing directly with residents and commu-
nity organizations to make our public
spaces more inclusive. I also sit on King
Township’s Accessibility Advisory
Committee.

“Because of thatrole, the perspective
I will bring to council is not theoretical.
It is grounded in direct, everyday con-
versations with neighbours who tell me
exactly what is working and what needs
fixing. I am running because I want to
make sure the next chapter for Ward
5 is written by, and for, the people who
live it.”

Peri is hosting a community meet-
and-greet on Tuesday, Sept. 22, at Las-
kay Hall, with two drop-in times: 1 p.m.
to 3 p.m. and 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. Please drop
by, grab a warm drink, and let’s talk
about the future of our ward!

TWO DISTINCT ONTARIO COMMUNITIES

Discover Batavia Homes in Hastings

Estates and Muskoka Forest — two

communities built on the same

promise: honestly priced detached

homes you can grow into.

HUNTSVILLE - MUSKOKA
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MUSKOKA

FOREST

ALL-BRICK BUNGALOW & 2 STOREY
DETACHED DESIGNS IN HUNTSVILLE
Muskoka Forest offers all-brick detached homes in Huntsville,

blending nature, refined home design, and the comfort of a growing
community close to trails, parkland, and everyday amenities.

NOW SELLING OFftI0]
From * mymuskokaforest.ca
$649,990 or CALL 905-597-0466 |[E*

EXPLORE BOTH COMMUNITIES VISIT BATAVIAHOMES.CA

Prices shown include the Ontario HST rebate. Actual rebate and final purchase price may vary based on eligibility and CRA assessment. Prices and specifications subject to change without notice. E.&O.E.



